An All-Star’s
Cardboard

Memories

Working with a team committed
to the entertainment and education
of sports memorabilia collectors,
former Boston Red Sox shortstop
Rico Petrocelli humanizes the men
immortalized in Hall of Fame
bronze and cardboard

Rico Petrocelli has memories - great ones!
A power-hitter who played with the

Boston Red Sox from 1963 until 1976, Petrocelli
was the first shortstop in the American League to hit

40 home runs in a single season, a record that stood
until Alex Rodriguez bettered him by two in 1998.
Getting called up to the majors in 1963 meant
Petrocelli got to face some of the game’s greatest
pitchers and defend against many of its most leg-
endary hitters. He also got to know a lot of them on a
personal level.
“The greatest thing for me was getting called by the
Red Sox at 20 because a lot of the big-name players |
had been watching since | was a kid were still playing:
Willie Mays, Hank Aaron, and Mickey Mantle, who had
been my childhood idol,” explains Petrocelli. “That was a
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huge thrill for me - to actually be out on the field playing against
these giants of the game.”

One of Petrocelli’s biggest thrills came early on in his career
when the Red Sox were playing the New York Yankees.

“During my rookie season, | had my first encounter with
Mickey Mantle,” Petrocelli recalls. “I had hit a single and Mickey
was playing first base. As soon as | got to first, | just stood there
and wondered if | should say anything to him. I'm thinking:
‘Mickey Mantle is right next to me! Should | say hello, introduce
myself to him, or ask him how he’s doing?’ | didn’t know what

As the years went by, Petrocelli saw his wish come true. “|
got to spend time with Mickey, who always loved to talk about
New York,” Petrocelli remembers. “He loved everything about
the city and that he was a part of the excitement of it all.”

Petrocelli also has fond memories of his teammate Tony
Conigliaro and the legendary Roberto Clemente.

“l always enjoyed talking to Clemente,” says Petrocelli. “He
loved to talk about his family. He was a very family oriented guy.
And he was also very proud to be from Puerto Rico. He loved his

country, and | have a lot of memories of the stories he would

The SANDY KOUFAX CARD

[ the case of Koufay, thers ks no
doubting the fact that his 1955 Topps
#123 roskie card stands above the
rest as the clear card 1o own of the
haseball icom, While not as difficalt to
lozate in hiph prade as the Clemenite
rookie, this card remaing one of the
major krys to the set, & set that

has always been repardedd as one of
Toppe’ best productions. The Koufax
rookie suffers from a few different
condition obstackes, induding

subpar centerlng and print defects
that are casily visible in the light-colored
background along the face of the eard. The Koufax roeokie
is mot comsbidered rare by any means and it exiats in
much greater numbess than some: of the regional iaues
mentioned earlier, yet the overwhelming popularity of
the card keeps it o a secume spot &s his ultimate card.
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ONE CARD TO WATCH

Wa began with the Koufax roalde as the card to own, &
we wiill-ene it with a card that appropriately wraps up his
illustrinus caveer, 3 eard that offars the kind of searcity that
few of his other productions do. In 1967, Koufax's image can
e fomead om a few different regular-laaue Topps cards in the
Boague leadir catepories; bt he did not have a traditional
carel in the set, His 1966 Topps card was his last, That was
the year be retired and some argue it was his best overall
seasar. The next yaar, the 1967 Vencruelan Retiado set
was released, and it was one that paid tribute to the greats
of the past like Babe Ruth and Sanchel Fakze. Bven though
ha had just lofs the game, they honored the recantly-ratird
Koukax on card #162 of that set, 2 Atting tribute b3 one of
the mest dom inant picchers to ever sult up. Even if you
are lucky enough to find an example, the 1967 Venemuelan
Tapps Kowkax is birutally tough in bigh grads, with most
knowm coples grading PSA VG-EX 4 or lower.

AN ALL-STAN' S CARDBOARD REMODRLICS

1

to do. And then | started to think: ‘What if | say something and
he doesn’t respond or gives me a look and tells me to leave
him alone?””

“If that happened, | would have been crushed because he
was my idol. | remember the count was two balls and no strikes
on the hitter. | had been taking a few good leads off the base,
and when | returned after one of them, we made eye contact
for a moment and he said hello to me. That was a great thrill
I'll never forget, that Mickey Mantle said hi to me. | wished |
could have stood there for an hour talking to him,” Petrocelli

adds laughing.

MICKEY MANTLE

WHEH |T CI]MES T“ Iﬂ I.KIHG abuout Mickey Mantle,
a lot goes through my mind. Firt and foremost, when | was
a keid, he was my ultimate heve, Being from Brooklen, | loved
the Dodgers, but Mickey was my favarite player, [ was anly
72 years old when | played against Mantle for the first time
1w sivnply f e, [t vwiae sometime im May of 1065, There
['weas, playing agalnst the preat Mickey Manth in Yankea
Stadium. 1t was a thrill that 1 will never forget. You know, |
was only sight years old when Mickey brolo in, 20 you can
imagine how it felt to play against my idol. Wow! What a
thrill. I remember when he got a home run, he hit the ball
a0 hard. and so far, it would just give you chills. By the time
I got to play against Mantle his knees were pretty gone and
e s mear the end of his career, He still played left field
at the time, bue be switched to fivst base a couple of years
later. In that first game, | got two hits off Al Downing.

As Hane et on, Mickey and | became pretty jood friends.
When he played first bade, that's when we got to talk a bit,
He always asked ahaut the family and how things were
going: Mickey wis 2 very humble guy and dide't like to
talk about himself too much, but we did talk baseball and
horw pood the game had been to him. He told me to-savor
every minute of baseball, berause it would be aver before

| ke ¢, [t's pratty unbebiovable, but | actually canght the fast Eall he hit in
s carerr. It was off Jim Lonborg and it was a pop up. T aare wish | had hept
that ball. | just casually toesed It on the mound while | was
running back into the dugout, Litte

did | know at the time that he would

b all done, [ got to see Mantle hit lis
last e run, too, We wers playing at
Yankee Stadium in late Septernber of
12068 when he drilled one off of Lonborg,
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I 1967, when [ made the All-Star team
for the first time, it was a real kick

te play on the same Beam as Mantle,
Killebrew, and Brocks Robinaon, ¥az amd
Conigliaro made the All-Star team that
year, tao, Il never forget Mickey making
his emtrance nte the clublwuse: W were
all getting ready to go out onto the fedd,
and in comes The Mick shaling hands

PLAYING AGAINGT GOLOEN MGE GREATS

tell me of his life there when he was growing up.”
As for Conigliaro, a player whose promising career suffered

following a serious injury and who was plagued with poor health
that would claim his life at the age of 45, Petrocelli’s voice
lowers to a reverent tone as he remembers him.

“Tony C. had the ability to become a Hall of Famer,” Pet-
rocelli opines. “He had a natural power swing and was a fear-
less hitter. He and | became great friends. We would go to his
family’s home for the holidays, Christmas and Thanksgiving.
He and his family were just like my family.”

Petrocelli says that from the time his playing days ended
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N The WARREN SPAHN CARD
1a430824
In the past- WWI card market, Hall of Famer roolte cards ane
extremely popular with eallectiors: Spabn, like some fallow stars:
of the period, didn’t make his mainstream cardhaard debat ontil
several years after making his first appearance on the Neld. This
was atmply because there were oo standard sets being made
“The two cards that collectors deem as official Spabm roakdes
are his 1948 Bowman and 1948/42 Leaf cards, While both are
dusleable, the adge would have to go to the Leaf Spahn (#32)
for the follewing reasons. Leaf cards, in general, ave extremely
tough to fiend in high grade due to condition sbstacles sudh
a poor centerlng and print defocts, The Leaf Spahn has a
clear edge in averall difficulty. Furthermore, the Leaf card is
bearning with color, giving it an edge in eye appeal versus the
black-and-white Bowman eavd.

The Leaf Spahn bas a clear
ecge in overalt diffficalty.

ONE CARD TO WATCH

As we discwssed sarller, Spahn made numeroes appearances

in various regional issues aver the course of kis carser.
Several of them podseas great eye appeal, like Jia Red Man
Tobacco and Red Heart Dog Food cards, while others am
sianply hard to firsd at all, like bis 1947 Tip-Top Bread card.
Oine reglonal ek that combdines an interesting concept
along with a serjous collector challengy is the 1850 Drake's
isaue. Distributed in packages of their caokies, these

cards were suhjected 1o serboua handling. Bach cord was
designed te look like 2 mintature television set, predating
thse 1955 Bowwrnar: desijgn, Thess tough regional cards are
surroumdad by black horders, which shooy the slightast
hint of wear, making high-grade examples very scarce. The
a6t while small a8 anly 36 tofal cards, has better pound-
for-poumd atar pawer than the previously-mentianed Tip-
Top Bread issue. bn zddition to the Spahn (#14), fellow
Hall af Famers like Berra, Koy Campanella, and Dake
Snidor am inchudod 2 woll.

EE AN ALL-STAR'S CARDEOARD REMDREIES

The ROBERTO CLEMENTE CARD

Without a shadew of a doubt, the
Clemmente card that gamers the

lion's share of collector attention is
This 1955 Topps rookie card (#164)
Abomg with debust singles of Koufax
and Kiflebrew, the Clemente rookie
anchors a get that many belleve

to ke ome of Topps' best overall
proxuctions. While the Koufax and
Clemente cards offer tremendous
vistial appeal and ars extracrdinarily
popilas, ome of the advantages the
Clemente rookie has over the Koufax
is its difficulty to find in high grade
The eard bi clearly more elusive in PSA
NM-MT & or better than the Konfax,
and the price for cards of that quality
are reflected in the macketplace. There are Clemente cards that
podsass ssparior scarcity, but nocother card cin compete with
‘his official rookie when it comes to demand.
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ROBERTO CLEMENTE

"The Clemente woohie anchens

a st that marny believe to
1searon=s Fr ‘ be sne of Topps best sverall

BO8 CLEMENTE

praductions.”

ONE CARD TO WATGH

I every collectibles Aeld, rarity becomes a grester and

reater factor in valuation over time. The idea is that

callectiors Jove to own ftems that very few or 5o other

eollectors ouwm. Pride of swmanship should never be
underestmated. When it comes to Clemente, there are

a bt of easds to choase froan dielng bt playlag dap,

and sarne of them offer the exact kind of ehusivenos that
«olléctors clamor for. One Clemente card, however, offers a
combination of scarity and intriguee that is hard to beat. In
1968, Topps released another in a long line of test issues,
Topps called this 12-card aee 3-Da, and thess were oo
opdinary-looking cards, The Images of the players weve set
againat bhurred hackgraunds an the plastic fromts, creating
arevolutionary 3-D effect. There is nothing like it fram
that decade or before, and with Clemente ag the clear key
in the set, it remains 3 card to watch in the fubue,

5% AN ALL-STAN'S CARDBOARD REMORIES

BOB GIBSON

15436707

I'VE ALWAYS SAID THAT BOB GIBSON, stong with Nolan Ryan,
were the two toughest pitchers that | ever Faced. They both Hirew nasty
heat. Gibdan always kept you off-balanes becatas e was certatnly not
afraid vo serve up a litde chin music, Like other fiveballers, e would use
the top of the strike zone to make your life miserabbe, Gibson had great
stuff. He threw in the middle-to-upper 0s. He had an excellent shider
and a changeup that hie threw occasionally, but be liced to throw the
fasthall and it was very tough to hit. Tim McCarver told me that every
once In a while when he would walk out to the mound for a conference
with Gibsan, Bab would look at him like he had two heads, He would sy
to MeCarver, “Hesw can you possibly 1=l me anything sbouk pitching?

Gat hack behind the plage.” McCarver would just smile
and walk back They were such a great tandem and
real frienda. [ hilisee Tim caught move than 200
games dor Gibwon.

I faced Gibson several times in spring training, so
going into the 1967 World Secies against the Cards,
I kind of knesw what to mepect from: him, Tknew he
threw hard, and that ho was 3 great pitcher. [ know
e hated giving up hits, and he pitched mean. He
wanld knock guys down, For the vecord, T was mever
brushed back when [ came up 1o the plate. Gibson
was ome of those players who never wanted to get
friendly with the appositon. Mo small fall, nothing,
W were the enemy. [f you got 2 hit off him, he would
pitch very aggressively yous neat time up, He was
nnt afrald to thiow at anyone. Also, for a pitcher,
b weas outstanding defensively and he was 3 precty
good hitter, Gibsen went out there ta beat you, He
was such & great competitor, and he worked fast,
oo, He kicked our ass in the 1967 Series, In Game
Cme, T struck cut thiee times agaknst him, He was
unbelievable. I dicl manage to get 3 double doep down
the el field line off him in Game Seven. | remember

FROM WQOL TD BOEELE KMITS 5%
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and on through to today, people always ask him about the leg-

endary players and Hall of Famers he played with and against.

“They want to know what these guys were like and what my
impressions of them were,” says Petrocelli. “When I'm around
young ballplayers today, they're fascinated with the stories
about these guys, some of whom have been gone since before
they were even born. But they really listen when | tell them sto-
ries about Clemente, Mantle, and Aaron. They're in awe, and
| understand that, because | was in awe when | was around
them. I'm still in awe when | remember my times with them.”

There were three other people who were also in awe of
Petrocelli’s stories: his friend Tom Zappala, who co-hosts “The
GR8 American Collectibles Show” podcast with Petrocelli,
Tom’s wife, Ellen, who, along with her husband, has co-au-
thored award-winning sports books, and Joe Orlando, CEO of
Collectors Universe, Inc. and editor-in-chief of Sports Market
Report (SMR).

That awe led to an idea, which, in turn, led to a fascinating
new book, An All-Star’s Cardboard Memories (Peter E. Randall

Publisher, 2018), that features the personalities, playing styles,
and baseball trading cards of over 50 Hall of Famers who played
between 1960 and 1990.

From Mickey Mantle, Yogi Berra, and Sandy Koufax, to
George Brett, Carlton Fisk, and Robin Yount, Petrocelli (with
the help of the Zappalas) shares his memories and thoughts
about these greats of the game, while Orlando offers insight on
the rarity and popularity of each player’s baseball card issues.

“People who love baseball, who love the legends of the
game, will love this book,” says Petrocelli. “It's a collection of my
memories of them as real people who had families, problems,
and lives just like all of us. So many of them did great things
for different charitable causes, or for people who needed help,
or for their communities. They were leaders. They led by being
examples to young players - guys just coming up who were
down because they were in a hitting slump or something.”

“These guys were flesh-and-blood human beings who
cared a lot about the game and about their teammates and

the fans. They made a commitment to be the best they could
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The JOHNNY BENCH CARD

During the 19604, Topps started ta
preduce roaldle cards that festured more
than one player. Same of the bigpest
names in bageball history had to share
tha limelight with at keast ane othey
person when they made their hobhy
debiut. Beneh was one of them. [n
1968, Bench is featured on a horizontal
Tepps card along with teammate and
pitcher Ron Tompkins, Tompkine never
seached stordom, but his batterymmate
sarnied enough. acealades for bioth of
them, The Bench reakde card (#247) 16 certainly not
considered a condition rarity, but it is the Bench issue that

ik penerates the most attention {rom collectors, Por those seekig
1968 KAHN'S WIENERS PSA Mint 95 or higher, lkeep in mind that the centering does
JGHNNY BENCH vary en this card, and the pattern along the adges and corners
i can mask wiear. Furthermore, the solid orange fyellow backs are
susceptible to chipping, A wary young Bemch is pictured with

his cap an hackwards, something cabchers often did prior to the
univereal wse of the plastic helmet. Along with 4 debut single

of Nolan Ryan, thiv Bench cand t5 one af two by tookias in the
popular S0B-card set,
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DOHNNY BERCH -

ONE CARD TO WATCH

There s no doubt that Bench's eoly malnstream raokie casd
{a rfa 1968 Topps fesue. That said, anathar Bench rard was
produced that same yar. |n this case, the cird i larger, more
colorful, and much wagher to locare tham his vegular Topgs
rookio, Kahn's, the Cincinnati-area meat comparny, praduced
small regional sets for many years before Bemch came along.
These eversized cards measure appreodmarely 29" by 4%
and oach ono was designed with an advertising tab that could
e wereiritent By Biared. The'y xn rveliscled & dabtoct Tine tislaelp
i the collecror. Today, mast collectors prefar that the
curds pemain intact, since the Kahao's loga adds: visual appeal.
Thie blank-backed set ooly containe 38 sibjects, but there ane
mumersus varations throughout, When it comes to Bemch,
hosever, there i5 only one version. The eye-popping eard
pictires Borch removing his cateher's mask and the image

ts draped with a facsimibe signature, The 1968 Kahn's Bench
card is a pecfect eribute to the man that would become the
preatest catcher b baseball history,

9§ AN ALL-STAR'S CARDEOARD REMDREICS

ROD CAREW

l PLM‘IED “GMHS] Hﬂﬂ E.&REW for most of my career: That's =
when he was with Minnesata, Rod vas one of the greatest pure hittess

of all time. He could it to all fields, hit with a litde power, and boy, p“““g
cauld he hit far average. No wondar he was the lesgue batting champ.
30 many times. One time we even tried bo bt lim in the rear end, but
it wig likke trying to hir a moving tavger. When [ plaped shortatap, he
would friestrata the heck out of me. If you played him in tha hale, ha'd
hit up the middle. If you played in the maddle, he'd hit through the
Twode. His bat control and epesight were anbeliesable. Rod woald wait
until the kst second, and you could akmost see his eyes follow the ball
right through the swing. To me, it looked like the ball stood still at
wontact. He coald hit it anywhere,

T LT S Pl
EETLET R,

Rod was just a terrific guy, We talked a lor about hitting, and he even
explained his approach to hitting a baseball to me. but to hitlike him
wiz almost imposgible. Nobody could hit like him, Carew had his own
unique atyle, Later on, 1d say Tony Gwymn and Wade Baggs camee the
elogest, We used to joke about how | would try to defend him.,

1871 TQPPS I told him that when he came up 1o bat, | might as well just go to
FOD CAREW the berich and st down, W had a good Laugh about that, He was
CILIELLLL] an expert at fouling off the tough pitch. Whether it was low and
avay, or up and b, le hae the uncanry sbility to hang bn with
thoge pitches,

1 had tha honor and pleasure of playing with Rod in both the
1967 and 196% All-Star Games He was at sscond and [ was a1
short, Tlooked it up and it was pretty funny, Rod and | werea
combined 1-for-10 in those two games. Of course, Carew was
just starting out with the Twins in 1967, and he was Rookic of
the Year that year. We beat that Twins team on the last day of
the season, and later on in the afternoon, clinched the American
Leaguie pennant when California beat Detnoit.

rod carew  ®

When Rod was on third hase, you had to watch out becaise
hie had the talent to steal home, He stole home 50 many times
in hig careoe. I remember in the lae 1060% Carew stols home
sevin tines one paar. He had such a preat carver, Rod's hatting
average was 328 and he had over 3,000 hits. He was an All
Star every single year he played for the Twins, and after Rod
|olned the Angels s 1579, be was an All-Star every vear except
hia last, When we played against each ather, T always admired
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The JIM RICE CARD

I 1975, Topps isswed one of its best sets of the decade. The multe-
caloved deslgn and outstanding star selaction keaps this 660-cand LTI
aet an the minds of active collectors. Aside from the 1972 Tapps
offering, pechaps no other set captursd the period 28 well a9

thi 1975 issue did through the look of the carde alone. The sat,
which has two cards of the lependary Hank Aaton operating as
bookiends, containg several key rookde cards, The Hall of Famers
wha made their dabit here include Rice, along with Geargo Brett,
Gary Carter, and Rabin Yount, not g mention a roakie crd of
fan-favorite Keith Hernandez, The Rice rookie (#616) showcases
the young slugger along with three other oatfield prospects,
Dave Augustine, Pepe Mangual, and John Scott. Unlike Bresr

and Yount, Rice had to share the lmelight on his reekie much
like Gary Carter i the same set. Keep in mind that 3 mini
verson of the same card was released by Topps. Whils the Misis
are not Tare, they are tougher to find tham thelr regular-slzed
saunterparts. Poar centering, chipping along the colored edges,
and print defects are all conditfon sbatades 1o be avare of an
this card.

1978 TOPPS
FOOKIE OUTFIELDERS e e

]
18211018

Ea
1973 VENEZUELAN

i RCE

WWINTER LEAGLE STICKERS.

ONE CARD TO WATCH

Whike hundreds of Rice cards were lsgoed during his playing.
days, theve aren’ too many that stand out from the rest of
the pack in a major way. One exception Lo that ruleis a card
that was technically kssusd prior to the stars of his big-league
career, If was very camman for players ta sharpen thear skills
in the off season. Cose way they could achieve this was ti
participate In winter league hasaball. Bafore Rice steppad
into the hatter's box at Fenway, he terrorized pitchers in
Veneauela, The 1973 Venesuelan League Sticker set featured
Incal tabont and some American prospects, lile Rico, who
were trying to make it to the majors. Thess stidrers were
bz with albuma so each sticker could be afficed inabde,
which unfortunately means that many of the Rice examples
(#78) have hack damage and grade very low from a tachnical
standpoint, For the Rice collector sevling the ultimate
challerpe, this pre-soakie card i for you.

132 AN ALL-STAR'S CARDEOAED WEMDRLIES

MIKE SCHMIDT

IN MY OPINION, MIKE SCHMIDT & the grestest third

baseman ko play the game in the modern ecs, Nok only was bea
tremendeus fislder with great range and o annon for an arm but e
waa alse a great hitter and BB guy. All around, | think Brocksle had
st as good range and soft hands, but he mald not bit as well as
Sehmidr. Mike bad it all and he made it look sasy,

Mike ard | only played in the majars at the same time for abouk feur
yeaxs, At the beginning, Mike struck out a lot but then he started to
put the bat om the ball and began driving it. 1 loved the way he was
Playing, andd afready hitting for power. Mike once told me the thing
that got him an his home run drive was an adjustment he made at
the plate. Ted Wilkiarms was a disciple of hittiog up on the ball and
Bobby Doerr preached that you should hit down en the ball. After
Kehmiclt started using the Doery mathod, he started getting on

top of the ball and the ball began jumping off the bat, He became
one of the most feaved hitters in the National League, If he had

ot made this adjustment, Mike todd e he would not have had
anywhers near as many hote rune as he did,

| spunt some thme with Mike when | was workdng for one of the
netwarks, and | used ta go down ta Philly to do the game. The Philly
1877 TOPPE fame got on Mike a Birtle bt at the end of his career as his akills began
MIKE SCHMIET 8 te diminish samewhat, That can be tough for a player. Evin so, the
P Philly fasis consider Mike Schmiclt to be the greatest player of all time
las the history of thedr team, Mike was not & wery emotlonal guy on
the finld, and | think seme peaple thaught he was being a little alacf.
Im veality, Mike was a8 cool a2 a cemamber and that was part of his
greatness.,

Schmidt holds a ton of fielding rmoords and his Gold Glowe Awards
are in the double digits. He was excellent at coming in on the
bunt and making the play, As a fornser third basensan, [ can really.
appreciate how great & player guys Hke Mike and Brools were, 1
toak a look at Mike's stats and they are Fantastic. He had 12 All-
Star appearances, he wan the National League MVP Award three
times, and he hit 548 hame runs. When | ke his numbers and put
thien all together, Schnidt is my atarting third baseman on the All-
Time’ All-Star veam, at least in the modern era. | haven't seen Mike
in pears, but 1 spako to him nat too long ago an my radic shave,
He has kept 2 pretty Jow profile recently, | know that he has had
some medical tssnes, and ['m glad that e ks fine right now, As one
formar third haseman to anather, 1 tipmy cap bo him, He was the
best at what he did.
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be on the field. They went out there and performed every day.
But, they also had a commitment to their family and the people
they met. They weren’t perfect. They failed at times and had
flaws just like everybody does. | got to see these guys who will
be remembered forever - guys who are icons. I’'m so grateful |
had that opportunity, the chance to see them in the flesh and
get to know them. Sure, they were legends. But they were also
human beings, which is what this book is about.”

SMR caught up with Tom and Ellen Zappala as they were
putting the finishing touches on An All-Star’s Cardboard Mem-

different. The idea came from my radio co-host Rico Petrocelli.

Over the years, Rico and | have become good friends, and
while | knew quite a bit about his career with the Red Sox, |
never really gave much thought to the extremely interesting
era in which he played. It was an era that overlapped two
generations of baseball. When he was a rookie, he played with
the greats like Willie Mays, Sandy Koufax, and Don Drysdale.
Then, by the time he finished his career, he was playing with
Dennis Eckersley, Goose Gossage, and George Brett. So, his
career stretched over two very distinct generations of the game.

Th.e BERT BLYLEVEN CARD

11971, Topps creaved its moar challengitg regudar ser of the
decade. In the 19605, Topps had tried the concept of colored
harders. They used a solid wond grain design i 1963, a partial
colored border in 1963, and a pattern-style border in 1968, Jusc
ane year earling, Topps framed their ba seball eards with 2 gray-
colored border in the 1070 set. All of that experimentation led
o thelr beadtiful but Brutal 1971 Toppa Baue, an lamue that i
surroundid with black edges. OB, the humanty! If you area
callector who likes high-grade cards and are laoking for 2 fight,
this i the set for you As you would expect, the black edges on

I164ETHD

pitcher

berl blyleven =

the fromt are easily chipped and reveal the slightest toach of wesr.
In addition te the fragile borders, the cards are often found with
warylrg degrees of print defects on thels face, not to mentien
legs than desirable centering IF the black edges an the front
weren't bad enough, the backs are framed in green. The entive
st is diffieult o find ko PSA NM-MT 8 conditkon or better, but
thee Blyleven debut (#26) is sven tougher than the average 1971
Topps card and it remains the only Hall af Fame rockie card
thereln,

s
1985 TOPR
BERT &_vlﬁr’zﬂﬁm EEhﬁz?
IiE 15708305

ONE CARD TO WATCH

‘Ten years after trying their hand at 2 smaller version aof their
base get in 1975, Topps decided 1o experiment with the
diminutive deskan sgain. The 1985 Topps Mind set was never
intended for public distribution, but as {s the case with most
test Bssues, the cands eventually found their way into the
marketplace, It is holiened that only 100 cands of each player
in the 132-card sct were prodaced, creating an extreme
rarlty for Blyleven collectors (card #355), The 132 total cards
«ome full shest and sach ane was printed on white
aack, which gave the &irds a beighter appearance than the
regular 1985 Topps cards, [n fact, the Topps Minks look
more filee the Topps Traded ar O.Pee-Chee cards from the
same year, which would male sense because these cards
were allegedly printed by O-Pae-Chee in order 1o test new.
printing equipment. The Topps Minis ave roughly 10%.
stmaller than their standard-sized counterparts and a acant
number of the subjects on the sheet were Hall of Famers.
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ories, which will be released in August at the National Sports
Collectors Convention in Cleveland, Ohio.

As authors of the magnificent sports collectibles books
The T206 Collection: The Players & Their Stories, The Cracker
Jack Collection: Baseball’s Prized Players, The 100 Greatest
Baseball Autographs, and Legendary Lumber: The Top 100
Player Bats in Baseball History, Tom weighed in on the impetus
for their current tome.

Tom Zappala (TZ): A while back, Joe Orlando and | were
chatting about the books we’ve done and how they have been
well received. During our conversation, | told him about an
idea | had for another book that would be something a little

GEORGE BRETT

TN i
1875 TOPPS M
GEOSE BRETT s
10
LT 08015888

WITI'IUUT A I]I:llIBT HE“HGE BIIETT wag ane of the
toughest suts Pye ever seen_ George had no weakness at the
plare, He could hit the hall to all fields, hit for power, and hi
for average. Ho was outstanding, Tn the era of Carew, Baggs,
and Tany Gwynn, Brett was right up there, Id sy he was ane of
the hest hitters of hia time, Brett did an adequare job ar third
base for Kansas Clry whan he started ot At that time, the
AstreTurd made playing at the Boyals Stadium very difficult
They had the bases outlined and there was a seam. Oh my
geodness, that seam made it extromely difficult, Bver §f the

ball didn't hit the searn, it was still a tough play because you
cauldn't really charge the hall. Brett adjuated to it and he
becamie a very good third baseman, That Kansas City team

with Hal MeRas, Willie Wilson, John Mayberry, and the rest of
these guys waa pretty darn good

You lnow, before Gearge came up to the Rayals, his brother
pitched for us, Ken Brett was probably [ust 18 or 189 years old
when came to Boston, but he had good potential. He was cnly
with us for a couple of years, but he Pild'md in the 1967 Series.
MNow, George had a beauriful swing. | played againar him at the
heginning of his carear. It was pretty amazing, He coald hit the
wall any time he wanted He was really that good. Brett would
either hit dowbles of kit the ball out of the ballpark, and what
a chutch hitter. [F theve were a couple of man on base when he
camne tp to bat—Bmng! He was a tremen dous hitter.

Genrge was with the Reyals his entice career, and like | said,
aome of thoge teams wers great. The Royala battled the Yankees
for the champianship a few years in 2 row in the Jate 19705 and
early 1960 amd they won it i 1985, | remember Brett got close
10,400 one year. That was i 1980, We followed him dosely in
Boston since Ted Williams was the Bst to hit that number, |
believe Brert was MVE that vear, What a conspetitor, He got so
many hits—oaer 3,000—and he was the league hatting champ
a few times, 1t s=emed Hie he was an All-Star every year during
his prisme. The fact that Te was voted into the Hall of Fame on
the first ballot just shows how talonted he was,
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During those 13 years that he played, he would bump into
these guys at events and play against them in spring training,
during the season, and at All-Star Games. He got to know a lot
of players pretty well, and when they would see one another,
they would catch-up on their families, talk about the game,
and life in general.

So, | asked Joe for his feelings about my idea, which was
for Ellen and me to do a series of interviews with Rico about his
memories of all the legends and Hall of Famers he played with
or against. | then thought it would be great if Joe would write
narratives on the cards of those players. Joe said he thought it

was a great idea, so | ran it past Rico, who also loved the idea,
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and we were off doing another book.

Sports Market Report (SMR): There are a couple of play-
ers in the book who Rico didn’t play with or against or weren’t
Hall of Famers. What was the reason for their inclusion?

TZ: Yes, there are a few we felt we had to include, like Tony
Conigliaro. He had been Rico’s best friend. He was in Rico’s
wedding, and Rico was a pallbearer at his funeral. That makes
for a poignant and emotional part of the book because Rico
talks about when Tony got hit by that pitch and how he never
fully came back after that - how he ended up having a heart

There are a lot of stories like that in the book which showcase
the human side of these guys.

He talks about why he thought Drysdale would throw
pitches at batters to keep them off balance and offers his
prospective on facing some of the greatest pitchers of all time
like Nolan Ryan, Sandy Koufax, and Bob Gibson.

SMR: With all the great stories Rico has, how did you
decide on which ones to use?

TZ: That was a big challenge; the book could have easily
been twice the size with all the stories.

The CARLTON FISK CARD

The 787-card 1972 Topps set
wemnain ane of the mast papuilar
praductions from the decade.
Collectoes are attracted to the eye
catching design, one that i3 fitting
for the peried, and the tremendous
star sefectlon throughout, With all
the big names contained therein,
the only Hall of Famer ookie is
that of Figk (#79). Like many roolde
cards of the day, Fisk shared the
spotlight with other prospects.

This time, teammates Mike Garman and
Ceril Canper were pictured along with the future
Coaperstown member. Bven though Fisk made hriel
appearances in 19659 and 1971, he would be named
the AL Hoakie of the Year in 1972, after playing in
151 garnes for the Red Sox. He also won his first-and-
Last Gold Glove that year as well. The card, while not
averly difficult bo find in PSA NM-MT B condition,

s sornewhat challenging 1o locate in PSA Mint &
shape and extraordinarily tough in PSA Gem Mint

10, Condition abstacles include Jess than optimal
centerkig snd the presence of print defects on the

“The 1993 Topps Frret
Eeﬁfmcts’.-, p-wu[dm the peq{ed
Koby ualb-off for. the nian
that. arguably. hit the mest
famsus wall-off of all time.”

face of the card.
ONE CARD TO WATCH %:‘%l it
L LT L)

Thie 1990x ushered in 2 new era of baseball card procluction.
Mo longer wese the cards from the base sets considered the
cards to own, 1t was the time of the parallels. Por better or
worse, manufacturers started focusing their energy on eveating
more and more lmited-edition cands, those that would end
up heing described as “chase” cards later in the decade. The
granddaddy of these sets s the 1093 Topps Finest Redractor
izeue, which contains one of Bisk's bast cards (#1235). There was
a time when nio ather modern -em set generated more demand
ar attention than this trailbleing creation. Bach card in the
st had & seperted print run of 241, which meant that ahaut
ane Refractor was inserted inte-every Topps bow, The cards
are surprizingly tough to fnd in PSA 10, This is & result of
marginal centering and o walserable surface. This 198-card set
was made during Fiak's fimal season. The 1395 Topps Finest
Refractor provides the perfect hobiby walk-off for the man
that, arguably, hit the mest fameus watk-off of all time,
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attack and a stroke and dying in his forties.

SMR: Can you give our readers a sense of what they will
find in your new book?

TZ: Well, | can tell you what they won't find: some behind-
the-scenes stories that Rico told me we couldn’t print [laughs].
But what they will find is a unique look at the human side of
these guys who are historic figures - icons.

One of the stories that comes to mind is Rico’s memories of
Yogi Berra. Rico grew up in New York and he became really good
friends with Yogi because of the Italian connection. When they
would see one another they didn’t talk baseball, they would talk

about their families and recipes - how to make great sauce.

1974 Torpe

RICH GOSEAGE
LTI

RICH “GOOSE™ GOSSAGE

WHEN GODSE GOSSAGE WAS A YOUNG STARTER
for the White Sox, 1 faced him for the first time. That was hack in
1972, Rich had a slider, bur that waen't his beet pitch, He threw a
fastball that would tail inte righties about elght te ton inches. It
was a really hieavy fastball, A couple of years later, the White Sox
made Gossage a relief pitcher and [ faced him then as well, A lot
of the gays thought Rich was Intimidating but 1 ot my hits off
him—yax know, off the handle, or a few blosps—really nothing
major. Onee he became a doder, Gassage had great suceeas, He
was anie of the very first deminant dosers in baseball and ho
wpitched a ton of inmings. By that time, Rich had ane pitch, a
fagthall, He had tremendsas contral of that pitch and could top
off in the very high 90s The thing [ Hied aboot him was that

he ke very quisckly when lie was on the maund,

_CHicaco (e

You krow, Gessage can still throw, | baced him a few years
apn in Scranton, Pemmsylvanda, Some of the old Red Sox
and old Yankees got together for a charity svent.

oy Hven though it was an exhibition game, it was kind of competitive:
M;:"f; We wenit about i tnnings in front of about 10,000 people. [t was
great fun to play with Gossage, Bucky Dent, Oscar Gamble, Gradg
A0862183 Mattles, Jim Rice, and 2 bunch of athers. | played a little third
base, Actually, the best part of the game was watching Mike Torrez
pitch to Bucky Dant. Bucly hit ona to the warning track and we
3l had & gaod laugh. Of course, in 1978 Bucky broke sur backs
In thist playaft game, hirting the home nin off Torrez when he
ptchad for the Red Scx, When 1 talk with Conse about today's
pitchars, he i pretty exitical. Since relief pitchers only play one
inring meri, b thinks they are babied, During bis career, Rich
typically went two or three innings in relief. He s not 2 big fan of
the pitch count cither. Of course, we both agreed that in today's
garne, you need a grear closer towin it all. 5o many teatns fotne.
back strang in tha ninth inning new,

1876 TOPPE
RIEH ODEBAGE

15 amazing how many teams Gossage plaved with, T think it
was something like 10 or 11, Baseball was a business and Rich
chearly undistood that, Sometimes he would get traded, and
itk b would skge with the bighest bdder [t didn't
matter, Wherever be went, he excellad. His best years were with
the Whits Sox, Yankees, and the Padres. Those weve his All

Star years. He led the American Leapue fn saves several times
during that period, but be was the ceser for the Yankees when
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SMR: Do you have a favorite story?

TZ: I think the Mickey Mantle stories are favorites because
Rico so greatly admired him. One story that stands out is from
his first All-Star Game. Mantle was at the end of his career,
and his age and lifestyle were taking their toll. Rico remembers
Mantle walking into the locker room late and getting all taped
up. He then went out to the plate, took three pitches, swung
for three strikes, put his bat down, said goodbye to the guys,
and that was it; he was back in the locker room, changed, out
to a cab, and gone.

Another little interesting tidbit is that Rico caught the last
ball Mantle ever hit. He remembers catching it and then tossing
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it on the mound as he ran off the field. Of course, he regrets

not keeping that ball. Imagine if that was still around - the very
last ball Mantle ever hit.

I also thought his memories of Orlando Cepeda were
interesting. He said that Cepeda reminded him of the char-
acter Pedro Cerrano in the film Major League. He always had
the Latin music going, and he made Rico drink these energy
drinks he made from papaya, pineapple, and other exotic stuff

R ico &nd | are sitting at & table at the
Greater Boaton Sports Collectibles

Show. He iz =igning his book, and Ellen and
| are signing our book: It's the last day of
the show and the crowd has thinned out
considerably. We: start talking about soma

of the Hall of Famars who were working in
basaball in gither 8- managerial capacity or
administrative position at tha timea that Rico
playad. In one case, although retired, one of
thasa greats actually competed in a game
against the Red Sox and surprised evaryona,
Ewvery one of thase men had a dramatic
impact on the gama, same mare than others
I any svent, they were all legendary players.

As a special tribute to a player that [ust may
have made it to The Hell of Fame, wa have
included Rico's thoughts on Tomy C:

1964 TOPPS
CONIGLARDVSFANSWICK  GEN J25

1884 Roowu g STARS

RED SO

There iz one more player that we are
Including in the book. No, be is not & Hakl of
Famer, but had his carear not teken a tragic
turn, he very wall may have baen. Tony
Conigliaro was ane of Rica's best friends. .
In 1867 Tony was struck in the face with | SFM’*WIH
an arrant pitch, & pitch that still resonatas | PITCAER
in Boston baseball history to this day.
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that would make him gag. There’s just so many of those kind
of stories - stories that really humanize these iconic players.

An All-Star’s Cardboard Memories is a collaborative effort by authors Tom and
Ellen Zappala, Collectors Universe CEO Joe Orlando, Red Sox Hall of Famer
Rico Petrocelli, a foreword by Dr. Jim Lonborg, and stunning photographs
by Christina Good. The book will be released at the 2018 National Sports
Collectors Convention in Cleveland, Ohio, and will also be available at www.
tomzappalamedia.com. Please feel free to contact SMR at SMR@PSAcard.com
if you have any questions or comments.

Cultivating and Igniting the Cardboard Collectors

When it comes to hearing and sharing great stories about
professional athletes, sports cards, sports memorabilia collec-
tors, and their collections, few, if any, have heard and shared
more than Joe Orlando.

In his role as the CEO of Collectors Universe, Inc., pres-
ident of Professional Sports Authenticator (PSA), and the
editor-in-chief of Sports Market Report (SMR), Orlando has
dedicated his professional career to strengthening the sports
collectibles hobby through third-party authentication and
grading and by providing information and relevant content to
collectors of every genre and level.

As a part of his commitment to sharing educational and

entertaining information, Orlando has collaborated with Tom
and Ellen Zappala on five sports-collecting related books in-
cluding their latest offering, An All-Star’s Cardboard Memories.

Sports Market Report (SMR): Working with the Zappa-
las, you have compiled an impressive canon of work that
has tremendous appeal to sports memorabilia and card
collectors. What are your feelings about this latest addition?

Joe Orlando (JO): To begin with, | can’t believe this is the
fifth book we have worked on together. It just goes to show that
time really does fly. The first two focused on specific baseball
card sets: the 1909-11 T206 and 1914/15 Cracker Jack is-
sues. We then turned our sights to autographs and professional
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model bats for the following two books.

Before we embarked on the current project, Tom and |
had a conversation about bringing the attention back to cards.
This time, however, we wanted to cover a much wider array of
cards instead of just covering one or two sets. It didn’t take
long for the concept to develop once Tom mentioned that Rico
Petrocelli wanted to be involved and share his experiences
on the field.

We looked at Rico’s fantastic career and realized that he
shared an era with some of the biggest names in baseball
history. After Tom and Ellen compiled the list of Hall of Famers
who Rico either played with or against, the book almost wrote
itself. Rico could share personal stories about each of these
legends and | could help provide a basic recap of their career
in collectibles. The book is extremely visual and a great way to
introduce new collectors to our wonderful hobby.

SMR: Is there any particular story in the book you espe-
cially enjoy as a diehard baseball fan?

JO: Well, | don’t want to give too much away before it comes
out, but | enjoyed Rico’s stories and perspectives throughout
the book. From getting yelled at by Ted Williams for taking an
elderly Warren Spahn deep during an Old-Timers’ Game at
Fenway Park to Frank Robinson’s competitive nature on the
field after being knocked down in the batter’s box, the stories
are terrific. Rico wasn't just a spectator with a front row seat.
He was an All-Star in his own right, playing alongside these
legends year after year.

SMR: When it comes to the cards of the players featured
in the book, how were they selected?

JO: Each section of the book contains a summary of the
cards and collectibles that were manufactured bearing the
player’s likeness during their active playing days. Of course,
we were limited on space, so it would be impossible to cover
every card or interesting story about that player’s collectibles,
but we wanted to provide a snapshot for each legend.

Following the summary, and to close each player section,
we identified two interesting cards. The first is called “The
Card” and the second is “One Card to Watch.” The first card is
self-explanatory. This is the card the hobby-at-large considers
the most important for that player. In most cases, this is the
player’s mainstream rookie card, but there are a few exceptions
to that rule. The second card allowed for much more subjectivity
and creative leeway.

There were no exact criteria used during the selection
process. In some cases, a great rarity was selected. In others,
a slightly overlooked issue that may be an affordable alterna-
tive or one with a bright future was chosen. The key was to
make sure that these picks were interesting, for one reason
or another.

SMR: Did this book give you the opportunity to feature
a card (or cards) that you feel haven’t been given their due?

JO: I think the “One Card to Watch” section for each player
really gave us the opportunity to discuss some cards that don’t
always get enough coverage or attention.

Sometimes, it’s because the card issue may be perceived
as somewhat esoteric since it isn't offered for sale anywhere
near the frequency that more mainstream cards are. There
are other cases where we thought a specific card deserved a
closer look because, upon review, it’s surprising the issue isn’t
more widely collected in today’s market.

Furthermore, inside the initial hobby summaries for each
player, we tried to include some interesting stories about every-
thing from lesser known collectibles to scarce variations. Since
we weren’t limited to one player, set, or era, it really enabled us
to cover more ground. The collectibles discussed in this book
were produced over six different decades.

SMR: All someone would need to do is look through the
first couple pages of An All-Star’s Cardboard Memories to
be intrigued by the stories and beautiful images. We have
to know, did you have as much fun working on this book as
people will have reading it?

JO: As always, it was a real pleasure working with the Zap-
palas. Tom and Ellen are real pros and having an outstanding
former player like Rico involved really lends credibility to the
book.

I loved the concept from the beginning because it blends
the love of the game itself with the hobby. You don’t have to
be a hardcore collector to appreciate and enjoy it, and | think
that’s important.

At Collectors Universe, we believe in creating and present-
ing informative content to collectors of all genres. Providing
educational information in an appealing way is one of the most
important factors when it comes to strengthening the collect-
ibles hobby and cultivating new collectors. It is also a way in
which we can help encourage dormant collectors who were

once active to get involved again by igniting the fire within them.
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